
McSweeney center 
to be closed Fridays

WILLIMANTIC — Citing fund-
ing problems, the McSweeney 
Regional Senior Center will be 
closed Fridays starting Oct. 20.

The reason for the closure is to 
alleviate financial concerns faced 

by the center.
“We’re hoping it’s a cost sav-

ings,” said center board president 
Marjorie Roach. “Times are get-
ting tighter.”

The senior center, located at 47 
Crescent St. in Willimantic, will 
be open Monday through Thurs-
day 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. once the 

switch occurs, said Roach.
According to Roach, Friday ev-

ents that are currently scheduled 
will be re-scheduled to fill open 
times available in the Monday-
through-Thursday schedule.

She said all events will still take 
place.

The center will remain open 
and active during the new, limited 
hours,

Roach said all area senior citi-
zens are still encouraged and wel-
comed at the center.

Though based in Willimantic, 
the senior center is actually a 
regional facility and is open for 

seniors from other surrounding 
towns.

For more information about Mc-
Sweeney Regional Senior Center 
visit the center’s web site at www.
mcsweeneyseniorcenter.org or 
call 423-4524.

Hampton to host 
special voter sessions

HAMPTON — The registrars of 
voters will have a special voter-
making session on Saturday, Oct. 
18, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. in the 
community room at town hall.

During this session, poll work-

ers will be available to demon-
strate the new voting technology 
and processes.

Oct. 21 is the deadline for 
mail-in registration applications. 
All mail-in applications must be 
received by the registrars or post-
marked by this date in order to 
participate in the Nov. 4 election.

This is also the deadline for 
applications to be hand-delivered 
to registrars by someone other 
than the applicant.

There will be a registration ses-
sion Oct. 28, from 9 a.m. to 8 
p.m., for individuals who apply in 
person at the registrar’s office.

Only those who turn 18, move 
into town or become an American 
citizen after Oct. 28 can register 
to vote in time for November’s 
elections.

Scotland to conduct 
flu vaccination clinic

SCOTLAND — A flu vaccina-
tion clinic will be held in the Town 
of Scotland later this month.

The clinic will be at the 
Scotland Fire Safety Complex at 
47 Brook Road from 3 to 4 p.m. 
on Wednesday, Oct. 22.

The cost is $37 per person. 
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Over 30 Vehicles To Choose Starting At $2995 Payments From $99/mo
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CARS TRUCKS SUV’S MINI VANS/WAGONS SPECIALS
1998 CADILLAC DEVILLE

Recent Trade, 
70K Miles, 
Cadillac Luxury, 
Stk. #5198A

$4490

2002 DODGE DAKOTA
5 Spd., 85K 
Miles, Awsome 
Truck, 
Stk. #P7597

$4995

2002 DODGE DUR ANGO 4X4
SLT + Alloys, 
Auto Driven, Only 
8K Miles Per 
Year,
Stk. #P7644

$6650

2002 MERCURY SABLE WAGON
Leather, 3rd Row 
Power Seat, Al-
loys, Hwy. Miles, 
Stk. #P7383

$5955

1997 MERCURY SABLE
Auto, 6 Cyl., 57K
Miles, Great 1st 
Car, Stk. #P7660

$3990
2000 PONTIAC GR AND AM SF

Auto, Driven 
Only 8K Miles 
Per Year, Really 
Great 1st Car,
Stk. #42988A

$4993 $124moor

2001 DODGE DAKOTA
4X4, Ext. Cab., 
72K Miles, Auto,
Stk. #P7649

$7993 $203moor

2001 GMC JIMMY
61K Miles 4X4, 
Rare 2 Door, 
V6, Loaded With 
Options, 
Stk. #P7615

$6960 $177moor

2002 OLDSMOBILE SILLOUETTE
Ext. Wheelbase 
Model, Room For 
7, Driven Only 
12K Miles Per 
Year, 
Stk. #P7660

$6987 $177moor

2001 CHEV Y LUMINA
46,000 Miles, 6 
Cyl., Auto, A/C, & 
More, 
Stk. #P7650

$6983 
2000 CHEV Y IMPALA LS

Alloys, Leather, 
spoiler, Only 75K 
Miles, 
Stk. #17576

$6940 $173moor
2003 FORD FOCUS

Auto, 4 Cyl., 
Great On Gas 
30+ HWY MPG,
Stk. #P7561

$7250 $144moor
2004 CHEV Y MALIBU

Auto, 4 Cyl., Only 
70K Miles, Room 
for 5, 
Stk. #H3008A

$8450 $176moor

2002 DODGE R AM 1500 4x4
Sport Package, 
Rare 5 Spd., 
Recent Local 
Purchase,
Stk. #7668

$8415 $214moor

1998 NISSAN PATHFINDER SE
4x4, Leather, 
Bose, Only 68K 
Miles,
Stk. #P7575

$6980 

2002 CHRYSLER TOWN & COUNTRY
Dual Doors, 
Recent Local 
Purchase, Only 
75K Miles, Stk. 
#P7564

$6992 $177moor

1997 JEEP GR AND CHEROKEE LTD
4WD., Leather, 
Prem. Stero, 45K 
Miles, Recent 
Lexus Trade, Stk. 
#P7642

$6993 
2007 PONTIAC AZTEC

66K Miles, 
Full Power, Be 
Unique!,
Stk. #P7509,

$6985 $177moor

2002 CHRYSLER TOWN & COUNTRY
Alloys, 59K Miles, 
Full Power, Super 
Clean,
Stk. #H3004A, 

$7985 $203moor

2004 CHEV Y IMPALA
Rare Bench 
Seat, 54K Miles, 
V-6, Full Power, 
Stk. #P7467

$7915
2002 JEEP GR AND CHEROKEE

4x4, Laredo, 
Roof Rack, V6, 
CD & More, 
Stk. #P7611, 

$7452 $189moor

2005 CHEV Y UPLANDER
Ext. Wheelbase, 
Dual doors, Hwy. 
Miles, Lots of Van 
For The Money!
Stk. #H2857A

$8442 $215moor

2003 BUICK CENTURY
49K Miles, Buick 
Luxury & Quality, 
Auto, A/C & More
Stk. #P7654

$8970

• MOST VECHICLES   
   HAVE WARRANTY
• FINANCING IS  
   AVAILABLE

• FREE TRADE 
   APPRAISABLE
• WE BUY CARS   
   FOR CASH

BUICK
PONTIAC

CADILLAC

*Payments based on 48-60 months 9.9% with approved credit. Plus Tax, Reg. & Doc. Extra.
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Weather Report
Forecast
Tonight: Clear. Low 41.
Sunday: Sunny. High 68.

Monday: Partly cloudy. High 71.
Tuesday: Cloudy. High 67.

Simmons opens business’ eyes in Willington
By HEATHER LAKE LOTTIER

Chronicle Correspondent

WILLINGTON — With 53 percent of all 
businesses in Connecticut having four or fewer 
employees, most business owners can’t af-ford 
attorneys or lobbyists to fight on their behalf 
like big businesses. 

As a result, they struggle, flail and often 
fail.

Willington is hoping to change that for those 
looking to make the town their hub of opera-
tions.

Thursday, the town’s economic develop-
ment commission hosted the first Willington 
Business Owner’s Forum targeting current 
business owners and anyone looking to set up 
shop in town.

Former 2nd District U.S. Rep. Rob Sim-
mons — nominated by Gov. M. Jodi Rell in 
2007 to become Connecticut’s First Business 
Advocate — was the forum’s guest speaker. 

Simmons brought his track record of busi-
ness advocacy to the forum, which took place 
in the Willington Public Library before a 
crowd of 30 in the downstairs community 
room.

His position was established as part of the 
governor’s 2006 “Jobs for the 21st Century” 
act.

Simmons’ job is to “provide information on 
public and private programs to assist business-
es, and for targeting specific small and micro 
businesses for growth and providing them with 
programs, services, technical assistance, job 
training and financial assistance,” according to 
the 2007 release announcing his nomination.

Since being appointed to the position 18 
months ago, Simmons said he has visited 
nearly 400 businesses in the state, approxi-
mately two a day. 

After Thursday’s forum, he may be visiting a 
few in Willington.

Simmons helps small businesses attempt to 
navigate the red tape and bureaucracy of busi-
ness ownership, addressing matters unethical, 

unfair, illegal or simply confusing. 
He listened to some of those types of issues 

Thursday, including concerns about state taxes 
on small businesses and the cost of providing 
health care for employees.

Some members of the EDC admit the town 
isn’t necessarily business friendly and say they 
are trying to change that, getting a head start 
by establishing a local business network.

The commission’s goals include making 
Willington palatable for small and big busi-
nesses alike, but the town faces major chal-
lenges in attracting the latter.

“We need more business growth and we are 
primed for it ... but (the land) is lacking infra-
structure,” said Jim Poole, Willington EDC 
chairman.

The commission has had to watch interested 
larger businesses pass up the town for lack of 
water and sewer facilities.

“Part of the goal is to become more accessi-
ble for business owners who may want to come 
to town,” said Selectman David Charette, also 
a member of the EDC for five years.

And while big business and small business 
are different entities, they can be equally vital 
to the local economy.

“Small businesses and micro-businesses are 
where the new jobs are created,” Simmons 
said.

Those in attendance used the opportunity to 
collect informational resources and to meet 
other business owners in town. 

Most everyone went home with one, or 
more, of Simmons’ cards in their pocket.

Simmons empathized with the pressures put 
on small businesses by regulating agencies, 
calling the Occupational Safety and Health 
Administration, OSHA, “an evil organiza-
tion.”

And there are apparently many more where 
OSHA came from. Simmons said he is pre-
pared to take them all on.

“If you have issues with any of these state 
agencies, let me know,” he said.

Simmons recommended the Connecticut 
Occupational Safety and Health Division, 
CONN-OSHA, as a business friendly orga-
nization staffed with individuals trained in 
OSHA laws who will come in and evaluate a 
business environment and make recommenda-
tions for improvement.

“CONN-OSHA is your friend,” Simmons 
said, adding they are not inclined or permitted 
to report to OSHA.

While the first 90 minutes went mainly to 
Simmons’ presentation, the last half hour re-
sulted in what EDC members were hoping for 
— business owners mingling with each other.

They also were able to meet with some 
area legislators, including state Rep. Bryan 
Hurlburt, D-Tolland, and state Sen. Tony 
Guglielmo, R-Stafford.

Simmons said such connections are impor-
tant.

“If you spend 100 percent of your time at 
your business and you don’t spend time (with 
legislators who can work in your interest), you 
lose,” Simmons said.

Willington resident Linda Lee Hill operates 
a bakery out of her home, but is thinking seri-
ously about moving into a commercial setting 
where she feels confident she can triple her 
business.

Hill, who was among those snapping up 
information brochures after the meeting, said 
she felt encouraged by what she learned 
Thursday.

“This is the first forum in Willington and I 
think this has been sorely needed,” Hill said.

Commission members dubbed the evening a 
success and said they hope it will be the first 
of many such forums to come.

In the meantime, business owners and others 
with an interest in the business community are 
invited to attend the EDC’s monthly meetings, 
generally held at 6 p.m. on the last Tuesday of 
each month. 

For more information e-mail www.Willington 
EDC@gmail.com.

Al Malpa

Not hiring
At first glance, the bright red sign in the window of the Thread 
City Diner in Willimantic looked like a help wanted notice, 
but instead it was a ‘No Positions Available’ posting. Laura 
Durand, who works at the diner, said ‘this is the first time that 
we have had to put up such a sign. Over the last few months 
there have been a lot of people coming in asking for work, 
many more than we have had inquire before.’


